
V I S I O N  
to build disciples who represent Jesus to  

everyone, everywhere with everything

V I S I O N  
to build disciples who represent Jesus to  

everyone, everywhere with everything

V I S I O N  
to build disciples who represent Jesus to  

everyone, everywhere with everything





describe one thing that stops 
the word of God being fruitful 

in your life



3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer 
went out to sow his seed…

7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked 
the plants. 8  Still other seed fell on good soil, where it 
produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 
sown…

22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who 
hears the word, but the worries of this life and the 
deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful.
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For the earth is the Lord’s, and everything that is in it
1 Cor. 10:26 

So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall 
we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  For the pagans run after 

all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you 
need them.

Matthew 6:31-32 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of 
Eden to work it and take care of it.

Genesis 2:15

God is the owner. 
God is the provider.
I am a steward.
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He gave you manna to eat in the wilderness, something your 
ancestors had never known, to humble and test you so that in 
the end it might go well with you. You may say to yourself, “My 
power and the strength of my hands have produced this 
wealth for me.” But remember the Lord your God, for it is he 
who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms 
his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today.

Deuteronomy 8:16-18 (NIV)
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But God said to him, “Fool! This night your soul is required of you, 
and the things you have prepared, whose will they be? So is the one 
who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” Who 
is it for? 

Luke 12:20-21

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be 
arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but 
to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for 
our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good 
deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 

1 Timothy 6:17-19

God’s vision for 
His money.
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And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard 
against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the 

abundance of his possessions.” 

Luke 12:15

Biblical wealth 
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abundance of his possessions.” 
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I love those who love me, and those who seek me find me. 
With me are riches and honor, enduring wealth and 

prosperity. My fruit is better than fine gold; what I yield 
surpasses choice silver. I walk in the way of 

righteousness, along the paths of justice, bestowing a rich 
inheritance on those who love me and making their 

treasuries full.

Proverbs 8:17-19

Biblical wealth 
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Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the best part of 
everything you produce. Then he will fill your barns with grain, and 
your vats will overflow with good wine. (Proverbs 3:9-10) 

Better to have little, with godliness, than to be rich and dishonest. 
(Proverbs 16:8)

Better to have little, with fear for the LORD, than to have great 
treasure and inner turmoil. (Proverbs 15:16)

Choose a good reputation over great riches; being held in high 
esteem is better than silver or gold.  (Proverbs 22:1)
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Whoever pursues righteousness and love finds life, prosperity 
and honor. (Proverbs 21:21)

A bowl of vegetables with someone you love is better than 
steak with someone you hate. (Proverbs 15:17)

Better a dry crust with peace and quiet, than a house full of 
feasting, with strife. (Proverbs 17:1)
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Take a lesson from the ants, you lazybones. Learn from their 
ways and become wise! Though they have no prince or 
governor or ruler to make them work, they labor hard all 
summer, gathering food for the winter. (Proverbs 6:6-8)

All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to 
poverty. (Proverbs 14:23)

The appetite of laborers works for them; their hunger 
drives them on. (Proverbs 16:26)

Generating income
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Good planning and hard work lead to prosperity, but hasty 
shortcuts lead to poverty. (Proverbs 21:5)

Don’t wear yourself out trying to get rich.  Be wise enough to 
know when to quit. In the blink of an eye wealth disappears, 
for it will sprout wings and fly away like an eagle. (Proverbs 
23:4-5)

Generating income
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Do you see any truly competent workers? They will serve 
kings  rather than working for ordinary people.

Proverbs 22:29
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Wealth from get-rich-quick schemes quickly disappears; 
wealth from hard work grows over time.

Proverbs 13:11

An inheritance obtained too early in life is not a blessing in 
the end.

Proverbs 20:21
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Lazy people are soon poor; hard workers get rich. 
(Proverbs 10:4)

A little extra sleep, a little more slumber, a little folding of 
the hands to rest—then poverty will pounce on you like a 
bandit; scarcity will attack you like an armed robber. 
(Proverbs 6:10-11)

For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: 
“The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.” (2 
Thessalonians 3:10)
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Just as the rich rule the poor, so the borrower is servant to 
the lender. (Proverbs 22:7)

Don’t agree to guarantee another person’s debt or put up 
security for someone else. If you can’t pay it, even your bed 
will be snatched from under you.  (Proverbs 2:26-27)

Debt and saving
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 “The Lord will give you prosperity in the land he swore to 
your ancestors to give you, blessing you with many children, 
numerous livestock, and abundant crops. 12 The Lord will 
send rain at the proper time from his rich treasury in the 
heavens and will bless all the work you do. You will lend to 
many nations, but you will never need to borrow from 
them. 13 If you listen to these commands of the Lord your 
God that I am giving you today, and if you carefully obey 
them, the Lord will make you the head and not the tail, and 
you will always be on top and never at the bottom.

Deuteronomy 28:11-13

Debt and saving
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The wise man saves for the future, but the 
foolish man spends whatever he gets 

Proverbs 21:20, LB
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A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children 
(Proverbs 13:22).

Children are not responsible to save up for their parents, but 
parents for their children (2 Corinthians 12:14). 

Know the state of your flocks, and put your heart into caring 
for your herds, for riches don’t last forever, and the crown 
might not be passed to the next generation. (Proverbs 27:23, 
24)

Our responsibility
with money
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3 Take care of[b] any widow who has no one else to care for 
her. 4  But if she has children or grandchildren, their first 
responsibility is to show godliness at home and repay their 
parents by taking care of them. This is something that pleases 
God. (1 Timothy 5:3-4 )

But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for 
those of his household, he has denied the faith, and is worse 
than an unbeliever. (1 Timothy 5:8)

Our responsibility
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If someone has enough money to live well and sees a brother 
or sister[f] in need but shows no compassion—how can God’s 
love be in that person? Dear children, let’s not merely say that 
we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions. (1 
John 3:17-18)

If you help the poor, you are lending to the Lord- and he will 
repay you! (Proverbs 19:17)

Our responsibility
with money
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10 For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and 
then bread to eat. In the same way, he will provide and 
increase your resources and then produce a great harvest of 
generosity[e] in you. 11 Yes, you will be enriched in every way so 
that you can always be generous. And when we take your gifts 
to those who need them, they will thank God. 12 So two good 
things will result from this ministry of giving—the needs of the 
believers in Jerusalem[f] will be met, and they will joyfully 
express their thanks to God.

2 Corinthians 9:10-12 
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where is the fruit? 



The seed falling among the thorns refers to 
someone who hears the word, but the worries 

of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth 
choke the word, making it unfruitful.
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