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12 We don't yet see things clearly. We're squinting in a
fog, peering through a mist. But it won’t be long betfore
the weather clears and the sun shines bright! We’'ll see it
all then, see it all as clearly as God sees us, knowing him
directly just as he knows us!

13 But for right now, until that completeness, we have
three things to do to lead us toward that consummation:
Trust steadily in God, hope unswervingly, love
extravagantly. And the best of the three is love.
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Praise to God for a Living Hope

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never
perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven
for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s
power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to
be revealed in the last time. ¢ In all this you greatly
rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had
to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.

Biblical hope

1 Peter 1:3-9, 13-21
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7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of
your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes
even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory
and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed. ® Though you
have not seen him, you love him; and even though you
do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled
with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 2 for you are
recelving the end result of your faith, the salvation of

your souls.
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your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes
even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory
and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you
have not seen him, you love him; and even though you
do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled
with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 2 for you are
receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of

your souls.



Be Holy

13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully

sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to

you when Jesus Christ 1s revealed at his coming. 14 As
obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you
had when you lived in ignorance. 5> But just as he who
called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; ¢ for it is
written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
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17 Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s
work impartially, live out your time as foreigners here in
reverent fear. *® For you know that it was not with
perishable things such as silver or gold that you were
redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to
you from your ancestors, 2 but with the precious

blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 2° He
was chosen before the creation of the world, but was
revealed in these last times for your sake. 2* Through
him you believe in God, who raised him from the

dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are
in God.
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1. Our Hope is anchored in God
2. Our Hope in God transforms us
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3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“Look! God’s dwelling place 1s now among the people,
and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and
God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He
will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no
more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old
order of things has passed away.”

5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making
everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for
these words are trustworthy and true.”
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A Hope beyond ourselves

Revelation 21:3-5
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54 When the perishable has been clothed with the
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the
saying that is written will come true: “Death has been
swallowed up in victory.”

55 “Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, 1s your sting?”

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the
law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
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A Hope beyond ourselves

1 Corinthians 15:54-57
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We look back at His resurrection, We look back at His resurrection,
so we can look forward to this new reality [ h 9, p E] so we can look forward to this new reality

Our Hope is anchored in God



Our Hope in God transforms us Our Hope in God transforms us
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“The way to this new humanity is not by denying the “The way to this new humanity is not by denying the

tragedy and suffering of our lives, and of this world, but tragedy and suffering of our lives, and of this world, but
by embracing and letting it engulf us and transform us. by embracing and letting it engulf us and transform us.
We are not crushed by our sufferings, but are made into [ h 9, p e ] We are not crushed by our sufferings, but are made into

more beautiful humans through it.’ more beautiful humans through it.’

Our Hope in God transforms us
- Tim Mackie - Tim Mackie



It doesn’t mean that we will feel ‘happy’. But it does It doesn’t mean that we will feel ‘happy’. But it does

mean that because of this Hope we have in God, we can mean that because of this Hope we have in God, we can
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Our Hope in God transforms us



23 Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is

the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.

He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding
no one can fathom. 22 He gives strength to the weary
and increases the power of the weak. 32 Even youths
grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall;
31 but those who hope in the LORD will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will

run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.
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Isaiah 40:28-31

28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is
the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding
no one can fathom. 292 He gives strength to the weary
and increases the power of the weak. 32 Even youths
grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall;
31 but those who hope in the LORD will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will
run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.



