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“When people stop believing in God they don’t 
believe in nothing, they believe in everything.”

– G.K. Chesterton
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A changing social context:

Minimising pain,

Maximising pleasure.

Revelation 5
The Scroll and the Lamb
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Investing in an Eternal 
Identity



“18 For you know that it was not with perishable things 
such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the 
empty way of life handed down to you from your 
ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a 
lamb without blemish or defect.20 He was chosen before 
the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last 
times for your sake. 21 Through him you believe in 
God, who raised him from the dead and glorified 
him, and so your faith and hope are in God.” 

1 Peter 1:18-21

What does God invest in? 
God has a goal.
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“9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare 
the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now 
you are the people of God; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 

1 Peter 2:9-10

The identity of God’s 
people:

a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation.
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“11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to 
abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your 
soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, 
though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.” 

1 Peter 2:11-12

How should we invest in 
this eternal identity?
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“Live good lives amongst 
the unbelievers.”




